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PREFACE. 


In  obedience  to  the  request  of  many  ministerial  brethren^ 
'"&nd  a  number  of  intelligent  laymen,  who  were  present  at  the 
late  meeting  of  the  Maryland  Synod,  this  discourse  is  offered 
for  the  perusal  and  consideration  of  the  Church.  As  it  occa¬ 
sioned  considerable  friendly  discussion  immediately  after  its 
delivery  before  Synod,  it  is  thought  by  those  wdio  approve  the 
sentiments  therein  advanced,  that,  if  published,  it  might  be 
attended  with  good  results.  The  author  at  first  intended  to 
transfer  the  substance  thereof  to  the  pages  of  the  Lutheran 
Observer;  but,  after  consultation  with  a  few  brethren,  it  was 
deemed  best  to  issue  it  in  pamplet  form. 

And  while  it  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  adding  a  brief 
address  to  our  lay  members,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  also  be 
more  satisfactory  to  the  reader  to  have  it  in  a  connected  form. 
My  brethren  will  perceive  that  both  the  Discourse  and  Ad¬ 
dress  are  not  of  a  dogmatic  but  suggestive  character  ;  and, 
therefore,  mainly  designed  to  awaken  attention  to  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  subject  of  which  they  treat.  Hoping  that  these 
thoughts  may  thus,  in  an  humble  degree,  contribute  to  the 
promotion  of  the  Church’s  interest  and  the  advancement  of 
the  Redeemer’s  glory,  I  commit  them  to  the  care  of  God  and 
His  people.  F.  R.  A. 

December,  1852. 


DISCOURSE. 


“  And  when  He  had  Given  Thanks  He  gave  it  to  His 
Disciples,  and  they  Distributed  to  the  Multitude.” — 
John  6,  1L 

Here  we  have  the  record  of  an  amazing  miracle.  The  first 
object  contemplated  by  this  exhibition  of  divine  power,  was  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  the  five  thousand  who  had  followed  Christ 
into  a  desert  place.  They  had  been  with  him  for  several  days  ; 
charmed  by  his  unearthly  eloquence,  they  had  neither  the  in* 
clination  nor  power  to  withdraw  themselves  ;  and  now  that 
ihej  were  pressed  with  hunger,  Jesus  did  not  send  them  away 
to  the  villages  to  buy  bread,  as  some  of  the  disciples  had  sug¬ 
gested,  but  by  an  act  of  his  power,  caused  the  few  loaves  and 
fishes  so  to  multiply  as  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  multitude. 
This  was  one  of  those  occasions  on  which  the  glory  of  the  di¬ 
vine  nature  shone  through  that  veil  of  flesh  in  which  it  was 
shrouded;  and,  therefore,  another  object  which  our  Lord  may 
have  had  in  view  was  to  confirm  the  faith  of  His  numerous 
audience  in  the  divinity  of  His  person,  and  the  truth  of  His 
doctrine.  They  had  heard  many  gracious  words  from  His 
lips :  truths  which  had  excited  their  admiration,  but  which,  to 
their  minds,  might  still  have  worn  a  doubtful  aspect,  and  needed 
to  be  confirmed.  They  doubtless  reasoned  among  themselves 
about  the  character  and  mission  of  Christ,  is  He  a  prophet  or 
is  He  the  promised  Messiah  ?  And  such  a  miracle  could  not 
fail  to  remove  their  doubts,  and  to  establish  the  conviction  in 
their  minds,  that  He  was  the  anointed  of  God ;  for  He  exhi- 
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bited  an  energy  upon  this  occasion  which  could  only  belong  to* 
God.  He  put  forth  creative  power  ;  and,  as  a  world  is  as  easily- 
created  as  an  atom,  so  the  multiplication  of  the  bread  estab¬ 
lished  His  divinity  as  clearly  as  the  creation  of  the  universe... 
They  had  heard  from  Him  the  gospel,  and  there  was  such  a 
beauty  in  its  morals,  such  a  sublimity  in  its  truths,  and  such 
a  grandeur  about  its  hopes,  that  their  hearts  were  taken  cap¬ 
tive  ;  and,  now  that  He  had  established  His  divine  character  by 
this,  miracle,  they  recognize  in  Him  the  Messiah.  But  in  this 
work  of  benevolence  He  also  manifested  his  compassion He 
had  furnished  them  with  appropriate  aliment  for  their  minds 
and  hearts ;  He  now  provides  food  for  their  bodies. 

In  these  personal  labors  of  Jesus,  we  behold  a  work  com¬ 
menced,  which  was  to  be  carried  forward  through  all  coming 
time.  A  charity  begun  on  earth,  which  was  to  expand  and 
diffuse  itself  until  the  calamities  of  the  curse  should  be  swal¬ 
lowed  up  in  the  recovered  blessings  of  Paradise.  For,  while 
He  is  exalted  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  He  has  an  agent 
in  this  world  to  carry  out  His  benevolent  designs  ;  that  agent 
is  the  Church,  in  all  her  varied  instrumentalities.  The  Church 
is  the  body  of  Christ, — a  body  which  has  life,  even,  the  spirit 
of  Christ.  And,  this  divine  life  in  the  Eedeemer’s  mystical 
body  manifests  itself  not  so  much  in  well  constructed  creeds, 
in  imposing  edifices,  and  in  the  pomp  and  parade  of  external 
worship,  as  in  those  Christian  charities,  which,  like  the  dews  of 
Heaven,  are  silently  falling-  upon  the  desert  spots  of  this 
world,  and  causing  them  to  bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  God 
is  well  pleased  with  the  efforts  of  Ilis  people  when  their  labors 
have  for  their  object  the  relief  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
wants  of  those  who  are  ready  to,  perish  ;  for  this  is  working 
with  God,  “who  is  good  unto  all,  a,nd  whose  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  His  works.”  That  all  Christians  should  be  asso¬ 
ciated  with  their  Master  in  works  of  beneficence,  is  what  the 
Savior  designed.  He  might  have  caused  bread  to  rain  from 
Heaven;  or,  He  might  have  increased  what  they  had,  before  He 
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gave  it  to  the  disciples ;  but  He  intended  to  teach  them  and 
us  a  great  lesson  :  He  caused  His  bounty  to  pass  through  the 
hands  of  His  disciples,  where  it  multiplied ,  while  they  distri¬ 
buted  to  those  waiting  to  be  fed.  And  in  this  lies  a  moral 
lesson,  worthy  the  study  of  the  benevolent  of  all  ages  ;  the 
people  of  God  are  the  channel  through  which  the  divine  bounty 
is  to  pass,  and  in  which  it  is  to  multiply  as  it  flows  out  upon  a 
needy  world. 

By  a  resolution  of  this  body,  it  is  made  my  duty  to  develop 
some  such  principle  as  is  contained  in  this  interesting  record. 
Systematic  benevolence  is  to  be  the  subject  of  discourse.  That 
which  is  systematic  stands  opposed  to  that  which  has  no  in¬ 
telligent  aim,  and  no  constancy  of  action.  Any  machinery 
which  is  to  act  efficiently,  and  produce  uniform  results,  must 
be  systematically  arranged  and  controlled ;  it  must  also  stand 
connected  with  an  unfailing  life-giving  power.  And  thus,  also, 
our  charities  must  stand  in  unison  with  the  Church,  and  the 
Church  with  Christ,  if  they  shall  flow  forth  in  unfailing 
streams  of  blessing.  But  in  addressing  you  on  this  subject, 
I  am  painfully  conscious  that,  as  a  Church,  we  have  no  such 
organization  as  will  secure  for  us  a  constantly  flowing  stream 
of  benevolence ;  and  this,  in  my  judgment,  is  for  the  want  of 
a  well  devised  system.  I  have,  consequently,  concluded  that, 
before  I  attempt  to  excite  your  benevolent  feelings,  I  will  pre¬ 
sent  some  views  on  the  importance  of  uniting  on  some  properly 
matured  plan  upon  which  to  conduct  the  benevolent  operations 
of  the  church.  We  must  have  a  system  before  we  can  have 
systematic  benevolence. 

To  bring  this  about,  will  demand  a  complete  revolution  in 
our  present  organization.  A  radical  change  seems  to  be  ne¬ 
cessary  in  the  mode  of  developing  the  resources  of  the  Church, 
and  their  application,  when  subject  to  the  disposal  of  such 
boards  or  authorities  as  the  Church  may  create  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  With  some  of  us,  it  has  been  a  long  cherished  convic¬ 
tion,  that  some  plan  should  be  devised  which  would  bring  into. 
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a  combined  form  the  energies  of  onr  entire  communion,  if  we 
are  to  accomplish  our  mission  in  this  land.  Our  past  history, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  missionary  efforts,  education  and  to 
Church  extension,  if  it  is  not  as  fruitful  in  large  successes,  in 
abundant  conquests,  and  rich  spoils  as  we  could  have  desired, 
is  certainly  very  suggestive  of  what  we  should  do  in  respect  to 
the  policy  which  is  to  govern  our  future  operations.  My  im¬ 
pression  is,  that,  heretofore,  we  have  not  attached  sufficient  im¬ 
portance  to  the  fact,  that  the  success  of  an  undertaking  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  gospel  depends,  not  so  much  upon  the  amount  of 
means  expended,  as  upon  the  wisdom  which  controls  their  ap¬ 
plication.  Hitherto  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  unity 
of  aim,  nor  concert  of  action.  There  have  been  no  well  de¬ 
fined,  broad  and  unbending  principles  upon  which  our  Luther¬ 
an  Zion  has  conducted  its  benevolent  operations.  No  estab¬ 
lished  policy  ;  no  general  system.  The  beneficence  of  individ¬ 
uals,  of  congregations  and  Synods  has  been  suffered  to  flow  out 
in  channels  of  their  own  formation,  or  to  seek  such  as  had  al¬ 
ready  been  opened  by  other  hands,  just  as  the  inclination  or 
judgment  of  the  party  prompted.  Synods,  like  individuals, 
carry  the  right  of  private  judgment  into  this  business  ;  and, 
in  consequence  of  not  aiming  at  the  same  great  end :  and  for 
the  want  of  an  intelligent  system  whose  mighty  workings  might 
be  seen  and  felt  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  com¬ 
munion,  and  cause  the  heart  of  the  Church  to  thrill  with  new 
life ;  the  charities  of  our  people  have  flown  in  a  current  an  hun¬ 
dred  fold  stronger  beyond  the  circle  of  our  Zion,  than  they 
have  circulated  within  it.  Their  contributions  have  mainly 
passed  into  the  Tract,  the  Sunday  School,  the  Bible  and  other 
Christian  Unions,  instead  of  being  devoted  to  the  building  up 
of  the  waste  places  of  our  Zion.  I  would  not  utter  a  word  of 
disparagement  respecting  these  excellent  institutions ;  for,  as 
great  centres  of  intellectual  and  moral  light,  they  are  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  the  land,  and  their  praise  is  in  all  the  earth.  But  what 
I  mean  to  say  is  this  :  that  it  is  neither  the  dictate  of  wisdom 
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or  piety  to  cultivate  our  neighbor’s  field,  while  our  own,  in  many 
places,  lies  waste,  and  is  overrun  with  wild  beasts.  For  the 
exercise  of  that  charity  which  the  gospel  enjoins  does  not  de¬ 
mand  of  me  to  starve  my  own  children,  that  I  may  furnish 
bread  to  the  famishing  around  me.  And,  more  especially, 
when  I  am  encompassed  with  those  who  are  not  only  blest  with 
affluence,  but  whose  benevolence  makes  them  the  cheerful  alm¬ 
oners  of  the  poor.  These  Unions  are  the  Spiritual  monopolies 
of  our  land,  and  have  grown  into  such  favor,  that  there  is  a 
constant  influx  of  large  legacies  and  contributions  from  vari¬ 
ous  denominations.  They  will  all  be  well  sustained  by  those 
denominations  who  have  but  little  to  do  in  the  way  of  educa¬ 
ting  and  sending  out  ministers  into  the  Missionary  field.  As 
a  Church,  which  is  called  to  furnish  the  bread  of  life  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  immigrants,  we  would  be  justified,  nay, 
it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  confine  our  benevolence,  at  least  for 
the  present,  to  the  pressing  wants  of  our  Lutheran  Zion.  Af¬ 
ter  our  institutions  are  endowed,  our  Missionary  fields  suppli¬ 
ed,  and  our  waste  places  built  up,  then  may  we  carry  our 
charities  upon  other  fields. 

But  what  has  been  the  cause  of  this  misdirected  charity,  as 
I  am  compelled  to  regard  it  ?  I  answer,  unquestionably,  the 
absence  of  a  proper  system. 

The  present  mode  of  conducting  our  benevolent  operations 
lacks  the  power,  which  is  absolutely  essential  to  cause  it  to  act 
efficiently  without  and  within  the  Church.  It  does  not  awak¬ 
en  an  adequate  interest  on  this  important  subject  among  our 
people.  We  need  a  Church  Union.  An  organization  which 
will  centralize  the  resources  of  the  Church.  That  will  bring 
the  energies  of  ministers  and  people  into  a  combined  form.  A 
central,  controlling  power,  constituted  by  representatives  from 
every  locality  in  our  Zion.  The  precise  outlines  and  the  func¬ 
tions  and  powers  of  such  a  Union,  I  will  not  attempt  to  define, 
as  it  does  not  fall  within  the  range  of  this  discourse,  which  is 
designed  to  be  simply  suggestive.  But  some  such  plan,  which 
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would  create  a  Board  of  Ministers  and  Laymen,  in  which  we 
might  have  united  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  the  whole 
Church,  the  one  to  direct,  the  other  to  bless  ;  this  is  what  we 
need. 

First :  I  contend,  therefore,  that  our  past  history  demands 
such  a  Union  for  the  future.  u  The  history  of  the  past  is  the 
philosophy  of  the  future.”  While  this  maxim  is  true  in  gen¬ 
eral,  it  is  equally  truthful  when  applied  to  the  subject  in  hand. 
What  does  the  history  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  land 
unfold  ?  What  results  of  Missionary  labor,  after  Mulenberg 
and  his  colaborers  were  called  from  their  toils  to  their  re¬ 
wards  ?  The  spirit  of  Missions  and  Church  extension  seme- 
ed,  in  a  measure,  to  depart  with  them.  And,  for  many  subse¬ 
quent  years,  very  little  was  done  towards  establishing  institu¬ 
tions  of  learning,  or  otherwise  enlarging  the  Church.  And 
while,  of  late  years,  a  considerable  interest  has  been  awaken¬ 
ed  on  these  subjects,  Colleges  and  Seminaries  have  been  erect¬ 
ed,  Missionaries,  home  and  foreign,  have  been  commissioned, 
sent  forth,  and  sustained,  yet  has  the  number  of  missionaries 
not,  in  any  sense,  been  commensurate  with  the  ability  of  the 
Church.  We  seem  not  to  have  acted  under  the  force  of  the 
conviction,  that  Christianity  is  of  an  aggressive  character,  and 
that  we  only  fulfil  our  mission,  as  its  friends,  when  we  push  its 
conquests  beyond  the  immediate  circle  of  our  individual  opera¬ 
tions.  In  this  we  have  acted  too  much  upon  the  Popish  prin¬ 
ciple  :  that  the  people  must  come  to  the  Church,  when  we 
should  have  carried  the  Church  to  the  people.  And,  when¬ 
ever  a  portion  of  territory  was  reclaimed  from  the  dominion  of 
sin,  we  have  expended  our  energy  and  means  upon  its  cultiva¬ 
tion,  without  always  making  it  tributary  to  new  acquisitions. 

A  very  prominent  reason  why  our  efforts,  heretofore,  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  church,  have  been  rather  spasmodic  than  systematic, 
is  to  be  sought  in  the  fact :  that  the  fruits  of  our  labors  have 
not  been  brought  into  such  a  connected  and  full  view  to  the 
minds  of  our  people,  as  to  produce  a  proper  impression  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  work  which  God  has  assigned  us. 
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The  want  of  such  a  Union,  as  already  indicated,  lias  done 
much  to  dishearten  the  friends  of  missions  and  of  education. 
The  General  Synod  has  its  Home  Missionary  Society,  but,  in 
consequence  of  its  limited  membership,  its  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures  are  necessarily  small.  District  synods  have  their  little 
societies,  but  none  of  them  are  in  a  condition  to  accomplish 
much.  It  is,  at  best,  a  matter  of  small  things.  And  there  is 
this  objection,  also,  against  the  present  mode  of  doing  this 
work.  The  manner  in  which  we  now  conduct  our  benevolent 
labors  renders  it  impossible  for  a  minister  to  know  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Missionaries  employed  and  the  amount  of  money  annually 
expended  in  this  cause ;  and  therefore  he  is  unable  to  present 
the  subject  of  Home  Missions,  with  advantage,  to  his  people, 
when  he  solicits  their  contributions. 

But,  whether  we  regard  our  labors  as  great  or  small,  it  is 
certainly  true,  that  the  Lutheran  Church  needs  a  system  which 
will  enable  her  to  act  with  greater  efficiency.  She  ought  to 
do  her  o.wn  appropriate  work,  for  the  reason,  that  no  others 
can  do  it  so  well.  She  has,  however,  suffered  others  to  enter 
her  field  and  to  gather  rich  harvests,  which  she  might  have 
reapt.  There  is  no  correspondence  between  the  work  she  has 
done  and  that  which  she  has  the  ability  to  perform.  She  is 
capable  of  doing  a  much  handsomer  and  a  much  more  profita¬ 
ble  business.  While  others  are  moving  m  large  bodies  and 
wield  influence,  an  made  powerful  because  it  proceeds  from  a 
centre  around  which  there  is  a  confluence  of  their  strength, 
w'e  have  been  satisfied  with  doing  a  little  skirmishing  work. 
Laboring  single  handed,  or  in  small  bands,  our  energies  and 
means  have  often  been  spent  to  little  or  no  purpose.  We  have 
certainly  not  made  such  decisive  victories,  and  such  large  and 
valuable  conquests,  as  our  Master  had  reason  to  expect  from 
us.  We  have  fought  some  battles,  taken  some  cities,  and  set 
up  our  banner  at  many  points,  and  marshaled  the  multitude 
around  it,  but  not  to  an  extent  which  we  would  like  to  see,  and 
over  which  w.e  might  rejoice,  had  the  'efforts  of  the  Church 
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been  united.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  we  have  accomplish* 
ed  much,  considering  the  disadvantages  under  which  we  have 
labored ;  but  I  am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  ascribe  what  we 
have  achieved  to  the  excellency  of  the  plan  upon  which  we  have 
labored.  No  !  that  which  has  been  effected,  has  been  done  in 
spite  of  the  many  defects  in  our  present  organization,  and 
gives  assurance  of  far  greater  results  when  properly  organized 
as  a  Church.  Who  will  not  grant,  that,  had  a  different  policy 
prevailed,  such  as  to  concentrate  the  influence  and  energy  of 
the  whole  Church  to  prominent  points,  much  more  would  have 
been  done  for  the  glory  of  God  ?  As  it  has  been,  and  is,  our 
strength  is  diffused  over  the  whole  country,  and  must,  there¬ 
fore,  necessarily  act  feebly  at  all  points. 

Second:  A  change  in  our  policy  is  moreover  demanded  on 
the  ground  that  the  means  already  expended  have  not  been 
followed  with  such  results  as  might  have  been  realized  under 
such  a  plan  as  here  proposed.  I  do  not  wish  to  intimate  that 
they  have  not  been  judiciously  applied,  for  I  cherish  the  high¬ 
est  confidence  in  those  brethren  who  constitute  our  executive 
committees  ;  but  the  treasuries  of  the  different  Synods  have 
had  such  frequent  demands  upon  them,  that  their  funds  were 
not  adequate  to  undertake  an  enterprise  which  would  require 
an  outlay  of  a  few  thousand  dollars  to  put  it  upon  a  solid  ba¬ 
sis.  Had  all  our  Home  Missionary  Societies  been  united  into 
one,  their  means  would  have  justified  the  executive  committee 
in  commencing  and  keeping  in  progress  three  or  four  large 
and  expensive  missions  in  our  eastern  and  western  cities,  be¬ 
sides  aiding  feeble  congregations  in  different  places,  as  we  now 
do.  And  in  a  growing  town  it  requires  but  a  few  years  for  a 
mission  to  sustain  itself ;  and  not  only  this,  but  in  ten  years 
from  the  period  of  its  organization,  it  will  have  paid  back  to 
the  church  both  principal  and  interest  of  what  it  had  received, 
and  was  necessary  to  usher  it  into  existence.  We  have  an 
illustration  of  this  fact  in  the  history  of  the  congregation  es¬ 
tablished,  some  years  ago,  at  Pittsburg.  That  congregation 
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received  aid  from  the  Missionary  Society  to  what  extent  I 
am  not  informed,  but  of  this  I  am  confident,  that  it  has  proved 
an  honored  and  useful  offspring  of  the  church ;  a  child  which, 
contrary  to  the  general  rule,  has  returned  a  hundred  fold  the 
patrimony  it  had  received.  And  the  same  results  would  fol¬ 
low  similar  efforts  in  other  large  cities.  Is  it  not  then  the 
interest  of  the  church  to  adopt  some  such  plan  as  we  are  now 
advocating  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  there  can  be  but  one  opin¬ 
ion  on  this  point  among  men  of  enlightened  benevolence  and 
comprehensive  views  of  our  duty  and  destiny  as  a  church. 

Third :  But  I  would  yet  remark,  that  the  magnitude  of  the 
work,  which,  in  the  providence  of  God,  we  are  called  to  ac¬ 
complish,  demands  a  different  policy.  Let  us  look  dispassion¬ 
ately  at  things  as  they  are. 

The  wants  of  the  Church  have  at  no  previous  period  in  our 
history  been  so  great  nor  so  urgent.  It  is  with  us  a  great 
day,  and  immense  interests  are  at  stake  ;  it  is  a  period  which 
calls  for  great  exertions  and  sacrifices,  both  from  ministers 
and  laymen.  Our  native  population  is  rapidly  augmenting ; 
many  of  these  are  establishing  themselves  in  flourishing  towns 
and  cities,  and  in  newly  settled  States  and  Territories.  Add 
to  these  the  hundreds  of  thousands  who  are  flying  from  the 
oppressions  of  despotism  in  the  old  world,  to  seek  an  asylum 
in  the  new,  and  who  does  not  see  the  immense  work  to  which 
we  are  called  ?  These  thousands — mostly  Lutherans — must 
be  cared  for  :  the  gospel  must  be  preached  to  them  in  their 
own  language,  and  in  conformity  with  that  creed  to  which  they 
adhere.  We  should  have  open  sanctuaries  to  receive  them. 
More  laborers  are  needed ;  churches  should  be  built  in  all  the 
large  cities  in  the  West,  where  a  single  missionary  may  bring 
under  the  range  of  his  ministrations  thousands  of  precious 
souls.  Already  does  this  sea  of  humanity  extend  far  beyond 
our  remotest  outposts.  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  and  Texas  are  but 
imperfectly  supplied  with  a  Lutheran  ministry  ;  New  Mexico, 
California,  and  Oregon  are  wholly  destitute.  Not  one  mission- 
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ary  has  yet  been  sent  forth  to  erect  oUr  standard  on  those 
immense  fields.  Suffer  this  state  of  things  to  continue, — and 
they  will  continue  just  so  long  as  we  do  not  change  our  present 
mode  of  operation — and  ere  long  those  States  will  have  passed 
beyond  our  reach.  Or,  if  not  entirely  lost  to  us,  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  labor  in  the  establishment  of  our  Zion  in  those 
localities  amidst  difficulties  and  discouragements.  We  must 
content  ourselves  with  the  newly  arrived  immigrants  ;  whereas, 
if  we  now  become  united  in  this  great  work,  and  send  forth 
our  missionaries  and  build  up  congregations,  we  shall  not  only 
gather  in  our  material  of  foreign  origin,  but,  what  is  still  more 
important,  our  enterprising  young  men,  who  are  now  locating 
all  over  these  States,  and  who  will  rise  to  wealth,  to  influence, 
and  power.  Plant  the  Church  in  cities  whose  foundations  are 
just  laid,  and  in  territories  now  peopling,  and,  by  a  law  as 
natural  as  it  is  sure  in  its  workings,  your  Church  will  grow  in 
numbers,  in  influence,  and  power,  as  the  city  or  State,  in  which 
it  is  located,  grows. 

But,  says  the  objector,  we  are  too  feeble  to  undertake  such 
a  great  work  ;  and  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  move  on  in 
our  unobtrusive  way,  as  we  have  been  accustomed  to  do.  But 
why  are  we  feeble  ?  Is  it  not  because  we  do  not  wish  to  be 
strong  ?  Why  should  the  stripling  remain  so,  when  the  ener¬ 
gies  of  a  giant  slumber  within  him?  Let  the  Church  but  put 
her  foot  upon  the  earth  and  it  will  tremble  !  let  her  hand  but 
touch  the  mountains  of  difficulty  and  they  will  fall !  Tell  us 
that  wm  are  not  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  and  you  cast  an 
indignity  upon  the  Lutheran  Church,  when  you  intimate  that 
she  cannot  establish  and  successfully  carry  on  missions  at 
every  important  point  where  there  is  a  confluence  of  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth.  The  Lutheran  Church  is  neither  weak  nor 
poor  ;  her  population  is  made  up  of  the  most  substantial  and 
thriving  citizens  of  this  land.  Is  she  poor,  when  the  wealth 
of  her  membership  is  hundreds  of  millions  ?  Is  she  poor  in 
science,  in  literature,  and  theology  ?  Why,  it  is  a  notorious 
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fact  that  others  have  been  enriched  by  their  little  pilfering3 
from  our  world-famed  authors.  Does  poverty  belong  to  her 
doctrines  ?  Her  sublime  creed  is  the  central  light  of  all  pro- 
testantism!  All  are  revolving  around  it,  and  all  seem  to  be  ap¬ 
proximating  more  nearly  to  her  doctrines  and  usages.  But  it 
is  asked,  what  advantageth  her  wealth,  when  it  is  not  avail¬ 
able  for  benevolent  purposes  ?  What  profit  to  the  cause  of  God, 
when  it  lies  in  broad  acres,  in  merchandise,  in  stocks,  and  can¬ 
not  be  drawn  out  ?  YvThat  avails  her  literature  and  her  theology, 
while  they  are,  to  many,  in  a  strange  tongue  ?  In  reply  to 
these  objections,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  her  literature  and 
theology  are  beginning  to  be  appreciated  and  are  destined 
for,  and  will  yet  perform,  a  glorious  mission  in  the  Churches 
of  America;  and  in  regard  to  the  first  objection,  I  would  sim¬ 
ply  say,  that  no  adequate  motives  have  yet  been  placed  before 
the  minds  of  our  people  so  as  to  excite  a  deep  interest  in  the 
business  of  beneficiary  education,  of  Home  Missions,  and  of 
Church  extension.  You  must  present  great  motives  to  their 
minds  if  you  would  excite  their  sympathies  and  draw  out  their 
energies.  Place  before  our  people  a  grand  scheme,  magnifi¬ 
cent  in  its  promises  for  the  Church’s  growth  and  prosperity, 
and  they  will  act.  Let  us  form  a  great  central  power.  Let 
all  our  little  synodical  societies  for  education  be  merged  into 
one  society,  and  our  missionary  societies  into  one,  and  one 
general  church  extension  society,  and  let  representatives  from 
all  parts  of  the  Church  meet  once  a  year  to  d  eliberate  upon 
these  great  interests,  and  with  God’s  blessing  we  shall  do  a 
great  work.  Form  a  Union  which  shall  extend  its  cords  to 
every  Synod,  to  every  congregation,  and  to  every  member, 
and  the  life  and  spirit  which  circulate  in  and  around  this  cen¬ 
tre,  will  be  felt  to  the  remotest  parts  of  our  Zion.  Tell  them 
the  great  work  which  God  has  given  us  to  do  ;  in  short,  pre¬ 
sent  to  our  people,  in  one  connected  and  full  view,  the  character 
of  such  a  Union  and  its"  objects,  and  you  will  excite  their  hopes, 
inflame  their  piety,  and  the  spirit  of  the  immortal  man,  whose 
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name  we  bear,  will  thrill  and  throb  through  every  heart  in  our 
communion. 

But,  apart  from  all  these  considerations,  allow  me  to  urge 
one  more.  As  a  Church,  we  are  connected  by  our  doctrines 
and  our  faith  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  source  of  all  power. 
And  as  He  caused  the  loaves  and  fishes  to  multiply  in  the 
hands  of  the  disciples,  so  as  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  five 
thousand,  so  can  He  and  so  will  He  increase  our  means  to  spread 
His  gospel.  We  are  not  weak  ;  and  if  we  were  feeble,  no  work 
which  has  for  its  object  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  extension 
of  His  kingdom,  can  be  too  great  or  too  difficult  to  perform. 

We  must  not  contemplate  ourselves  simply  as  men.  If  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  are  more  than  men.  For  the  energies  of  our  feeble 
humanity  are  linked  with  infinite  power;  and  our  knowledge  is 
associated  with  infinite  wisdom.  Aye,  by  our  faith  and  suppli¬ 
cations  we  may  import  into  our  weakness,  the  elements  of  Om¬ 
nipotence.  We  are  co-workers  with  God,  and  shall  we  be  in¬ 
timidated  by  obstacles?  Fear  and  hesitate,  just  as  though  He, 
who  sitteth  upon  the  throne  of  the  universe  and  who  holds  all 
hearts,  and  commands  all  the  resources  of  universal  dominion, 
had  not  said :  “  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  creature  ?”  Falter  and  doubt,  just  as  though  the  Om¬ 
nipotent  Jesus  had  not  promised  :  “  Lo  !  I  am  with  you  always, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  !”  Has  He  commanded,  and 
shall  we  not  obey  ?  Is  He  with  us,  and  do  we  yet  fear  and 
shrink  from  duty  ?  We  undertake  little  and  are  easily  dis¬ 
couraged,  because  we  do  not  realize  as  we  should,  that  He, 
who  is  in  the  midst  of  us,  is  mighty.  As  well  might  the  disci¬ 
ples  have  doubted  and  refused  to  carry  the  few  loaves  and  fish¬ 
es  to  feed  the  five  thousand.  They  might,  with  as  much  show 
of  propriety,  have  objected  to  this  service  on  the  ground  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  provision,  as  men  do  now  about  undertaking 
any  thing  great  when  they  look  at  our  funds.  But  the  disci¬ 
ples  could  not  object,  they  could  not  doubt,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Lord ;  then  let  us  not  be  faithless  who  are  united  with 
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tlie  Saviour.  Jesus  will  bless  the  Bread  of  Life,  and  multiply  it 
in  the  hands  which  bear  it  to  the  famishing,  and  there  shall 
be  more  than  enough.  Brethren,  we  can  do  this  great  work ; 
let  us,  as  a  Church,  but  feel  our  responsibility,  become  con¬ 
scious  of  our  power,  and  labor  unitedly  and  in  faith,  and  we 
shall  succeed. 

II.  Let  us  now  examine  the  ends  which  such  a  Union 
would  be  likely  to  accomplish,  and  the  blessings  which  it  would 
secure  to  the  Church.  The  very  idea  of  centralization  im¬ 
plies  the  merging  of  all  the  societies,  instituted  for  a  particu¬ 
lar  object,  into  one  society  of  its  kind ;  or,  in  other  words, 
bring  all  these  societies  together  and,  by  retaining  what  is 
good,  form  a  new  association  out  of  those  which  now  exist. 
And  one  advantage  gained  over  our  present  mode  of  conduct¬ 
ing  our  educational  and  missionary  interests  would  be  the 
concentration  of  our  strength.  There  must  be  a  gathering, 
before  there  cam  be  an  expenditure  of  strength  ;  an  accumu¬ 
lation  of  power,  before  it  can  be  made  to  tell  effectually  at  any 
point.  We  will  be  wiser  in  council,  and  more  efficient  in  ac¬ 
tion.  Instead  of  every  man  setting  up  for  himself,  selecting 
a  post,  and  then  appealing  to  the  Church  for  aid,  there  will  be 
a  Board,  made  up  of  intelligent  and  judicious  men,  from  all 
parts  of  the  Church,  fully  acquainted  with  the  relative  import¬ 
ance  of  the  various  places  ;  these  will  designate  fields  of  labor, 
and  select  competent  men  for  them.  And,  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  such  a  Board,  the  funds  of  the  Church  could  be  ex¬ 
pended  with  greater  advantage  to  her  interests,  than  under 
the  present  mode.  Such  a  Union  would  also  unite  those  bands 
now  laboring  separately,  and  bring  them  under  the  control  of 
one  directing  power.  This,  it  must  be  conceded,  would  be  of 
immense  advantage  ;  for,  in  such  a  Union,  there  would  be 
strength. 

Second :  Such  an  organization  would  also  have  a  tendency 
to  create  a  deeper  interest  among  our  people  on  the  subjects  of 

missions,  education,  and  Church  extension.  The  very  exist- 
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ence  of  such  a  Union,  would  arrest  the  attention  of  our  mem¬ 
bership  ;  and  the  annual  convention  of  representatives  from 
all  our  district  Synods,  would  excite  and  promote  sympathy 
for  these  objects.  The  people  and  ministers  would  look  for¬ 
ward  to  those  meetings  with  no  ordinary  feelings.  And  then 
the  annual  report  of  our  labors,  in  which,  as  on  a  map,  the 
whole  Church  could  see  spread  out  the  aggregate  results  of 
our  operations,  would  be  productive  of  great  good.  The  num¬ 
ber  who  are  aided  in  a  course  of  preparation  for  the  ministry, 
the  number  of  missionaries  in  the  field,  and  stations,  churches 
built,  congregations  organized,  and  members  added, — such  a 
report,  detailing  our  success,  would  speak  with  untold  power 
to  the  hearts  of  our  people ;  it  would  preach  a  more  effective 
sermon  than  any  of  us  could  preach.  This  effect  is  entirely 
lost  under  the  present  system.  The  different  societies  now 
report  to  their  respective  Synods  ;  but  those  reports  are  not 
brought  together  into  one  general  report,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Church ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  have  so  little  encourage¬ 
ment  to  labor.  I  doubt  not,  that  if  the  doings  of  all  our  socie¬ 
ties  were  combined  in  one  report,  that,  limited  as  are  our 
operations,  they  would  stimulate  the  Church  to  greater  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  I  judge  others  by  myself.  At 
our  recent  meeting  of  Synod  we  had  a  report  on  beneficiary  > 
education,  in  which  the  whole  number  of  theological  students 
at  the  various  Seminaries  was  stated  to  be  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-four ;  and  nothing  could  have  had  a  more  cheering  effect 
upon  my  heart.  It  has  kindled  new  hopes  in  my  soul,  and 
caused  me  to  pray  with  a  holier  fervor  for  the  increase  of  la¬ 
borers  and  the  extension  of  the  Church.  Now,  let  such  a 
system  as  the  one  for  which  I  plead  be  adopted,  and  we  can 
read  the  annual  report  to  our  people,  accompanied  with  such  ap¬ 
peals  as  we  can  not  now  make,  and  they  will  contribute  more 
readily  and  largely  ;  for  they  will  see  that  the  Church  is  grow¬ 
ing  and  expanding,  and  that  every  dollar  will  add  fresh  and 
increased  glory.  As  it  is,  they  must  take  our  word  that  the 
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money  contributed  has  been  judiciously  applied  and  resulted 
in  good ;  and,  while  they  have  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
and  integrity  of  those  who  disburse  these  funds,  none  will  pre¬ 
sume  to  deny  that  a  full  statement  of  our  receipts  and  ex¬ 
penditures  would  be  more  satisfactory. 

Third  :  But  another  consideration  in  favor  of  such  a  Union 
which  should  have  weight  is,  that  the  annual  convention,  which 
it  would  be  necessary  to  hold,  would  have  a  tendency  to  pro¬ 
mote  unity  and  harmony  in  the  Church.  The  temple  at  Jeru¬ 
salem,  among  other  good  purposes  which  it  was  designed  to 
accomplish,  served  as  a  bond  of  national  and  Church  Union. 
Meeting  each  other  at  their  great  festivals,  feelings  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  of  love  were  strengthened  and  matured  between  the 
Jews.  An  annual  convention,  assembled  to  deliberate  upon 
the  interests  of  our  Zion,  would  exert  a  similar  influence  upon 
ministers  and  laymen.  Such  a  gathering  would  throw  together 
brethren  from  all  parts  of  the  church,  and  their  intercourse 
with  each  other  would  promote  kind  feeling.  When  we  know 
each  other  better,  we  will  love  each  other  more  ;  and,  occupied 
with  the  great,  the  vital  interests  of  our  Zion,  we  will  forget 
to  dispute  about  the  lights  and  shades  of  doctrine.  Having 
our  minds,  and  hearts,  and  energies  enlisted  in  the  great  work 
'  of  saving  souls,  and  the  building  up  of  our  waste  places,  we 
will  contend  less,  and  with  a  better  spirit,  about  the  mysteries 
of  our  holy  religion.  We  will  discover,  when  thus  thrown 
together,  that,  like  drops  of  vrater,  we  require  but  contact  to 
flow  into  one  ;  heart  will  beat  to  heart,  and  spirit  will  be 
merged  into  spirit.  We  may  occupy  the  same  doctrinal  basis, 
and  yet  not  have  that  intimate  union  and  fellowship  which  are 
essential  to  our  prosperity  and  happiness.  But,  if  we  could 
come  together  annually  on  this  great  errand  of  mercy,  to  ex¬ 
change  views  and  feelings,  and  have  our  love  for  Christ,  for 
each  other,  and  the  Church  rekindled  upon  the  altar  of  such  a 
Union,  we  would  soon  behold  a  gentler  spirit,  and  a  livelier 
charity,  pervading  our  entire  communion.  And  would  not 
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that  day,  when  we  can  see  eye  to  eye,  he  hailed  by  all  as  most 
auspicious  to  the  Church — full  of  promise,  and  redolent  with 
blessings  ? 

And,  while  such  happy  results  would  be  realized  within  the 
Church  as  the  legitimate  fruits  of  such  a  Union,  we  would  also 
bring  the  associated  wisdom  and  energy  and  resources  of  our 
Zion  into  the  field.  This  is  the  grand  principle  upon  which 
all  the  great  enterprises,  whether  in  the  world  of  trade  or  of 
morals,  are  now  successfully  conducted.  I  look  upon  such  a 
plan  as  demanded  by  the  age,  and  absolutely  essential  to  place 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  that  position  which  she  has  a  right  to 
occupy. 

And,  finally,  I  urge,  that  this,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  hope  to  have  systematic  benevolence  in 
the  Church.  In  the  absence  of  such  a  system,  we  may  have 
spasmodic  efforts  here  and  there ;  and  now  one  interest  may 
flourish  and  another  decline,  one  section  of  the  Church  be 
cared  for  and  another  neglected,  all  of  which  might  be  avoided 
under  a  system  framed  in  such  a  way  as  to  act  without  inter¬ 
ruption,  and  with  equal  advantage  for  all  sections  of  the 
Church.  Let  Christ  be  in  this  Union  as  the  living  and  all- 
powerful  centre,  and  the  streams  of  our  benevolence,  thus 
springing  from  Him,  who  is  the  exhaustless  fountain  of  mercy, 
shall  never  fail ;  they  will  flow  on  like  rivers  in  the  desert, 
beautifying  and  blessing  as  they  wind  along  their  endless 
course. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  me  by 
this  body.  I  did  not  wish  to  enter  very  minutely  into  an  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  defects  of  our  existing  missionary  and  edu¬ 
cation  societies.  I  rather  labored  to  forget  that  we  had  any, 
and  that  they  had  been  organized  and  are  supported  by  great 
and  good  men  in  the  Church — men  who  still  have  confidence 
in  these  organizations.  I  endeavored  to  forget  all  these,  that 
I  might  utter  my  views  freely,  and  as  though  they  Would  not 
conflict  any  where  ;  and  so  that,  if  there  be  any  thing  in  such 
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a  Union,  which  may  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  my 
brethren,  we  may  take  such  steps  at  our  next  General  Synod 
to  secure  a  change  in  our  benevolent  operations,  as  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  Church  and  the  glory  of  God  demand.  Allow 
me,  then,  with  an  humble  spirit  and  a  timid  heart,  to  lay  these 
thoughts  at  your  feet,  and  upon  the  altar  of  the  great  Re¬ 
deemer,  that,  bathed  with  your  prayers  and  anointed  with  his 
atoning  blood,  they  may  breathe  and  burn  as  they  are  winged 
on  their  mission  for  our  Sovereign’s  glory.  Amen. 
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Beloved  in  the  Lord  :  It  is  not  in  obedience  to  any  vain  or 
dictatorial  impulse,  that  I  would  address  a  few  words  to  you. 
Love  for  our  common  Saviour,  for  our  honored  Zion,  and  the 
hope  that  she  may  be  freed  from  all  embarrassments,  and 
move  forward  triumphantly  and  gloriously  on  her  great  mis¬ 
sion  in  this  land :  these  are  the  governing  motives  which  move 
me  to  make  this  appeal.  It  is  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  in¬ 
struct,  as  to  remind  you  of  the  great  work  to  which  Christ  is 
calling  the  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  country. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  expand  some  of  the  thoughts  embodied  in 
the  foregoing  discourse,  and  submit  a  few  others  to  which  I 
respectfully  ask  your  earnest  attention. 

First :  Let  us  notice  the  increase  and  progress  of  our  church 
in  this  country  for  the  last  thirty  years.  When  we  call  to 
mind  the  many  disadvantages  under  which  the  Lutheran 
Church  was  forced  to  labor  during  that  period,  and  consider 
the  difficulties,  both  internal  and  external,  which  she  was 
called  to  surmount,  we  are  really  amazed  at  the  work  which 
she  did  accomplish,  and  the  progress  she  has  made,  in  all  that 
relates  to  a  healthy  denominational  prosperity.  A  little  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  we  had  not  one  College,  or 
Theological  Seminary,  in  this  country.-  Our  theology  and 
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church  literature,  being  almost  exclusively  in  the  German  lan¬ 
guage,  were  sealed  fountains  to  our  people,  and  even  to  many 
of  our  ministers.  The  religious  reading  of  our  membership 
was  mostly  confined  to  works  which  were  destitute  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  element ;  and  hence  it  is  not  strange,  that,  while 
their  minds  were  instructed,  and  their  hearts  edified,  they 
should,  also,  to  some  extent,  imbibe  the  peculiarities  of  other 
denominations.  Hence  the  absence  of  a  proper  church  feel¬ 
ing,  and  attachment  to  our  doctrines,  in  many  places.  An  en¬ 
lightened  church  spirit  in  our  people  is  absolutely  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  Zion  ;  and  yet,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  was  difficult  to  cultivate  such  a  spirit.  I  do  not  mean  that 
kind  of  church  preference  which  grows  into  bigotry ;  but  an 
attachment  for  their  own  which  rises  superior  to  that  which 
they  exhibit  for  others. 

But,  while  the  force  of  circumstances  has  been  manifestly 
against  us,  we  have  made  encouraging  progress.  At  present 
we  number  seven  Theological  Seminaries,  five  Colleges,  and  a 
large  number  of  Academies  and  Parochial  schools,  and  one 
Female  Seminary.  The  number  of  ministers  is  double  that 
of  the  period  to  which  we  have  referred ;  and  our  membership 
at  least  four  times  as  numerous.  We  have  five  or  six  religious 
periodicals,  and  one  quarterly  review.  We  have,  therefore, 
now,  the  instrumentalities,  in  these,  if  properly  sustained,  for 
the  enlargement  and  building  up  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
the  Lhiited  States.  But,  in  order  to  make  them  efficient,  and 
to  attain  the  end  for  which  our  institutions  have  been  estab¬ 
lished.  they  must  be  properly  endowed,  and  some  plan  adopted 
to  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  on  our  various  benevolent 
enterprises. 

But,  if  so  much  has  been  accomplished  under  our  present 
organizations,  may  we  not,  from  this  increase  and  progress, 
infer  the  wisdom  and  efficiency  of  our  missionary  and  educa¬ 
tion  societies,  and  therefore  ask  for  their  continuance  without 
change  or  modification  ?  By  no  means.  Such  an  argument 
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is  without  force  ;  because  a  plan  which  may  answer  for  one 
period,  may  not  for  another.  For,  while  in  her  doctrinal 
frame-work  the  church  is  immutable,  she  finds  it  necessary  so 
to  modify  her  arrangements  for  benevolent  works  as  her  growth, 
the  amount  of  labor  which  she  is  called  to  perform,  and  the 
extent  of  territory  which  she  is  to  cultivate,  may  suggest  as 
best  suited  for  her  advancement.  Just  as  these  circumstances 
vary,  she  must  vary  her  plans.  Suppose  that  we  grant  that 
our  present  system  has  done  all  that  could  have  been  accom¬ 
plished  under  a  different  mode  ;  yet  this  admission  would  be  no 
argument  for  the  continuance  of  the  same ;  and  for  the  rea¬ 
son,  that  the  question  we  are  to  decide  is,  whether  the  present 
mode  is  adapted  to  the  present  wants  of  the  church  ?  Are 
we  competent,  organized  as  we  are,  to  raise  an  amount  of  funds 
sufficiently  large  to  educate  the  increasing  number  of  young 
men  who  offer  themselves  for  the  ministry,  and  to  meet  all  the 
other  demands  upon  our  benevolence  ?  This  no  one  will  pre¬ 
tend  to  affirm.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  appealed  to  from  our 
institutions,  East  and  West,  for  aid  to  sustain  their  young  men 
and  to  build  up  their  feeble  congregations.  But  it  has  been 
said,  “  a  good  system  or  plan  to  raise  funds  cannot  put  spirit 
into  men.”  Granted;  but  it  can  draw  out  their  spirit.  It  is 
not  only  necessary  that  good  purposes  and  benevolent  feel¬ 
ings  should  repose  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  called  to 
act  in  the  capacity  of  benefactors,  but  equally  important  to 
place  something  before  men  fitted  to  call  out  these  intentions, 
and  cause  them  to  assume  a  tangible  form.  There  must  be 
occasions,  or  objects,  to  call  forth  the  intellectual  and  moral 
energies  of  men.  Would  wo  boast  a  Washington,  had  there 
been  no  America  to  disenthrall  from  the  entanglements  of  a 
painful  oppression?  Would  our  country’s  history  be  illumined 
by  such  names  as  Jackson,  Clay,  and  Webster,  had  there  been 
no  great  national  interests  to  call  into  play  the  faculties  of 
their  being,  and  to  kindle  their  patriotism  into  a  flame  that 
will  forever  burn  upon  the  altar  of  freedom,  and  which  may 
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yet  light  oppressed  millions  to  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty  ? 
Would  we  have  had  our  Luther,  had  not  the  corruptions  of  the 
church  demanded  a  reformation  ?  Would  history  have  chroni¬ 
cled  the  names  of  any  heroes — Christian  or  military — but  for 
the  occasions  which  made  them  such  ?  Like  causes  will  pro¬ 
duce  like  effects.  Let  a  well  digested,  comprehensive  scheme 
be  devised — one  which  looks  to  the  endowment  of  all  our  in¬ 
stitutions,  the  education  of  all  those  whom  the  Lord  will  raise 
up  and  send  us,  and  the  extension  of  the  church — and  if  our 
people  who  now  give  ten  dollars  do  not  give  hundreds,  and 
those  who  give  hundreds,  thousands,  I  will  plead  ignorance  of 
human  nature,  and  ignorance  of  the  piety  of  our  household 
of  faith.  I  feel  assured  that  we  have  thousands  of  intelligent 
laymen  who  coincide  with  these  views  and  who  are  ready  for 
a  great  work  in  the  church.  I  infer  this  from  the  manner  in 
which  you  address  yourselves  to  your  worldly  business.  In 
your  merchandising  and  farming  you  are  acting  upon  a  large 
scale.  Every  year  you  increase  your  capital,  and  sow  and 
reap  larger  harvests.  And  it  is  not  in  me  to  believe  that, 
with  hearts  burning  with  a  Saviour’s  love,  you  will  not  be 
equally  wise,  prudent  and  energetic  in  the  labors  of  our  Zion. 

The  reason  why  you  have  not  done  more  is  because  we  have 
been  working  upon  a  small  scale,  and  because  many  in  the 
Church  do  not  know  of  any  incorporated  Boards  which  they 
might  enrich  by  their  legacies. 

A  few  years  ago  a  wealthy  Lutheran  died  in  Maryland, 
who  bequeathed  a  large  sum  to  the  Colonization  Society,  and 
some  houses  and  a  few  thousand  dollars  to  a  Union  Church ; 
and  there  can  be  no  question,  if  such  Boards  had  been  in  ex¬ 
istence,  which  such  a  Union  as  we  advocate  would  create,  they 
would  have  been  aided  by  his  benefactions.  And  while  speak¬ 
ing  on  the  subject  of  bequests,  will  you  allow  me  to  offer  a  few 
suggestions  on  this  point?  I  can  do  so,  I  hope,  without  being 
presumptuous.  We,  who  have  given  ourselves  to  the  ministry, 
you  well  know,  have  given  our  all  to  the  Lord.  If  we  can 
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live  and  fit  our  children  for  some  useful  occupation  in  life,  we 
think  that  we  do  well.  We  toil  hard  and  often  under  pres¬ 
sures,  and  in  pain,  and  with  tears.  But  we  do  it  cheerfully, 
and  will  not  complain,  but  rather  rejoice  that  we  are  permit¬ 
ted  to  be  occupied  with  Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  saving 
souls  and  pushing  forward  the  conquests  of  the  Cross. 

But,  my  dear  brethren,  are  you  not  united  with  us  in  this 
great  work,  and  is  not  the  relation  you  sustain  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  far  more  vital  than  is  sometimes  supposed  ?  Are  not 
the  obligations  which  rest  upon  ministers  and  laymen  the  same  ? 
Yea,  all  of  us  are  solemnly  pledged,  to  the  extent  of  our  abil¬ 
ity,  to  glorify  God  !  And  that  duty  is  not  fully  discharged 
even  when  adequate  provision  is  made  for  the  minister  who 
preaches  to  you  the  gospel.  We  should  look  beyond  the  im¬ 
mediate  circle  in  which  we  move ;  our  country  is  to  be  chris¬ 
tianized — the  world  is  to  be  saved.  Jesus  calls  all  his  friends 
into  the  great  conflict  of  light  with  darkness.  His  eye  is  upon 
every  one  and  all  are  expected  to  do  their  utmost.  That  eye 
flames  not  only  through  my  closet,  my  study,  my  pulpit,  and 
through  my  heart  to  see  that  every  faculty  of  my  being  is  con¬ 
secrated  to  the  great  work,  hut  it  looks,  also,  upon  your  wealth, 
your  stocks,  and  merchandise,  and  lands,  to  behold  how  all 
which  you  control  is  made  tributary  to  his  glory.  These  things 
admitted,  may  wTe  not  hope  that  you  who  started  with  us  in 
the  race  of  life,  but  whose  occupation  has  been  such  and  so 
prospered  that  you  have  accumulated  your  thousands  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands,  that  you  will  take  five,  or  ten,  or  twenty 
thousand  and  devote  it  to  the  extension  of  the  Church,  the  en¬ 
dowment  of  an  institution,  or  the  support  of  Missions,  and 
thus  lay  this  much  at  the  feet  of  that  Saviour,  where  we,  who 
are  in  the  ministry,  have  laid  our  time,  our  energies,  and  our 
talents  ?  I  will  believe  and  pray  that  there  may  be  many  of 
our  brethren  who  will  do  so. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  such  a  disposition  of  your  wealth,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  remind  you  of  the  exhortation  of  Jesus : 
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“Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  on  earth,  where  moth 
and  rust  do  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through  and 
steal.  But  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven,  where 
neither  moth  and  rust  do  corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  through 
and  steal.  For  where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart 
be  also.” 

Allow  me  to  remark  in  this  connection,  that  the  moth,  and 
the  rust,  and  the  thieves  most  to  be  dreaded,  are  those  which 
riches  sometimes  breed  for  their  possessors.  Such  as  extrava¬ 
gance,  prodigality  and  licentiousness  in  the  habits  of  our  chil¬ 
dren.  It  is  a  common  occurrence  for  children  to  spend,  in  a 
few  years,  that  which  the  industry  of  a  lifetime  of  a  virtuous 
parent  accumulated.  And  why  should  there  be  kept  back  un¬ 
necessarily  large  sums  for  children  to  inherit  ?  Look  at  your 
own  history,  and  that  of  your  successful  neighbors,  whether 
in  farming  or  trade,  and  what  does  that  history  unfold  ?  Why 
simply  this :  that  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  our  most  prosper¬ 
ous  farmers,  mechanics,  or  merchants,  commenced  life  with  a 
small  capital ;  some  with  none  other  than  good  habits,  a  sound 
heart,  a  strong  arm  and  an  active  mind.  Many  have  gone- 
out  like  Jacob  of  old  with  nothing  but  their  staff.  But  where 
are  you  now  ?  Among  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the  land  ! 
Was  it  not  a  wise  providence  which  did  not  at  once  place  you 
upon  the  glittering  summit  of  earthly  prosperity,  but  gave  you 
the  necessary  elements  of  character  and  made  you  toil  long 
and  laboriously  up  to  that  eminence  which  you  now  occupy  ? 
Has  not  that  very  toil,  that  application  to  business,  and  una¬ 
bated  industry,  made  you  the  man  you  are  ?  Has  it  not  kept 
your  heart  humble  and  grateful  before  that  God  who  has  been 
pouring  down  upon  you  his  goodness  ?  Has  not  this  very  dis¬ 
cipline  given  you  a  character  that,  like  the  diamond,  it  sparkles 
from  whatever  point  it  is  viewed  ?  Made  you  a  centre  of  light 
in  your  community,  and  clothed  you  with  virtues  which  will 
sweetly  embalm  and  make  fragrant  your  memory  for  ages  ? 
And  while  you  have  thus  risen  to  wealth,  to  influence  and 
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honor,  what  has  become  of  those  boys  of  affluent  parents  who, 
perhaps,  in  childhood,  taunted  you  because  of  your  coarse  ap¬ 
parel  and  plain  diet  ?  Where  are  they  ?  They  started,  it  is 
true,  from  the  high  places  of  earth,  but  they  were  sent  forth 
with  a  defective  education  and  without  the  fear  of  God  in  their 
hearts.  Panoplied  with  such  an  armor  for  the  battle  of  life  as 
the  wealth  and  reputation  of  then4  families  could  furnish,  they 
rushed  upon  the  great  arena  and  began  the  contest !  But,  in 
were  the  first  conflict  they  worsted ;  the  first  speculation  swept 
away  half  their  fortune  ;  the  first  attempt  to  scale  the  heights 
of  distinction  proved  that  they  had  not  adequate  strength  to 
ascend,  and  they  fell  back  hopeless  and  desponding.  So  th^t 
while  you  have  risen,  they  have  fallen  ;  fallen  into  poverty, 
fallen  into  vice  and  disgrace.  Aye  !  some  have  fallen  into 
hell.  Was  there  no  providence  in  all  this  ?  Was  it  not  God 
>yho  opened  your  way  and  shed  light  upon  it,  while  their  vices 
made  their  road  intricate  and  dark  ?  And  should  not  divine 
goodness  be  suitably  acknowledged  ?  And  will  not  such  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  mercy  of  God,  as  we  have  suggested, 
keep  in  motion  that  unseen  hand  which  has  raised  you  to  your 
present  position,  so  that  it  will  elevate  you  still  higher,  even 
to  a  throne  of  glory  ?  And  would  you  have  your  children  pos¬ 
sess  a  character  and  influence  different  from  your  own  ?  And 
if  not,  does  not  wisdom,  does  not  the  history  of  those  families 
whose  children  became  degenerate  and  worthless  from  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  too  great  wealth,  suggest  a  somewhat  similar  course 
of  life  for  your  offspring,  which,  under  God’s  blessing,  has 
worked  out  such  good  results  in  your  own  history  ?  I  sympa¬ 
thize  strongly  with  that  feeling  in  the  parent  which  would 
prevent  those  hardships  for  the  child,  which  himself  endured 
in  life’s  struggle.  But  it  is  equally  important  to  moderate  this 
feeling,  and  to  see  to  it  that  the  child  is  religiously  educated, 
and  that  he  has  not  too  much  capital  with  which  to  commence 
the  world.  Our  children  are  provided  by  the  Lord  with  minds, 
energies,  and  hands ;  and,  thus  furnished,  he  sends  them  into 
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the  world,  not  to  be  drones,  but  to  be  usefully  occupied,  that 
they  may  become  a  blessing  to  their  day  and  generation.  Alas  ! 
how  often  are  noble  faculties  bound  with  golden  fetters,  so  as 
to  render  them  incapable  of  doing  anything  which  will  enroll 
their  names  among  those  who  are  ornaments  to  our  race  and 
benefactors  of  mankind  ;  nor  yet  able  to  do  that  which  will 
njake  them  blessed  through5  a  long,  long,  eternity. 

Second.  Another  truth,  to  which  I  would  invite  your  con¬ 
sideration,  is,  that  we  are  a  great  people,  and  invested  with  a 
great  mission.  What  is  the  Lutheran  Church  ?  Historically, 
doctrinally,  and  numerically,  she  stands  among  the  foremost 
in  the  Protestant  ranks.  She  is  great  in  her  origin,  great  in 
her  hopes,  and  great  in  her  destiny.  Her  founders,  her  the¬ 
ology  and  her  literature,  throw  a  moral  grandeur  around  her 
that  will  continue  to  flame  on  the  historic  page  as  long  as  the 
chronicles  of  earth  endure.  She  has  a  mine  of  historical,  the¬ 
ological,  and  spiritual  wealth,  which  is  passing  into  and  en¬ 
riching  all  Christendom.  Her  noble  treasures  are  apprecia¬ 
ted  in  England,  and  the  works  of  English  divines  are  more  or 
less  gemmed  with  diamonds,  quarried  in  German  minds.  In 
our  own  land,  all  the  learned  feel  the  importance  of  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  our  authors.  The  Lutheran  Church  which 
has  its  representatives  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  has 
particularly  a  great  interest  here.  And  in  the  greatness  of 
her  origin,  destiny,  and  hopes,  there  is  a  correspondence  with 
the  greatness  of  this  country,  where  her  highest  achievements, 
for  the  future,  are  to  be  made. 

Behold  this  land  !  Is  it  not  great  in  all  its  features  ?  Look 
at  its  natural  greatness  !  What  an  area  of  territory,  what 
magnificent  rivers,  mountains,  lakes  and  seas  !  Examine  the 
business  operations  of  this  country.  They  are  all  on  a  large 
scale,  which  is  ever  widening  and  enlarging!  The  commer- 
cial  interests  of  this  nation  have,  from  the  beginning  of  its  ex¬ 
istence,  been  rising,  until  every  sea  is  whitened  with  our  sails ; 
and  they  wfill  doubtless  progress,  until  we  shall  surpass  all 
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our  rivals  in  trade.  Compare  the  imports  and  exports  of  1820 
with  those  of  1852,  and  who  could  have  predicted  such  results  ! 
Look  at  your  internal  improvements — your  railroads  and  man- 
ufactories^ — at  your  mining  and  navigation  companies.  A  min¬ 
ing  company  was  recently  organized  in  this  State  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  of  five  millions,  and  another  in  Pennsylvania  with  seven 
millions.  Behold  the  progress  in  other  improvements.  Towms, 
Cities  and  States  are  suddenly  established  and  grow  to  ma¬ 
turity  in  a  few  years.  The  immigration  to  this  country  is  on  a 
grand  scale.  Like  a  wide-flowing  river,  it  is  continually  pour¬ 
ing  its  thousands  upon  our  shores. 

“  According  to  an  estimate  of  Locker,  the  Germans  num¬ 
bered  more  than  one  million,  in  1800,  and  from  1800  to  1815, 
there  came,  annually,  three  thousand;  from  1815  to  1880,  ten 
thousand;  from  1830  to  1845,  forty  thousand;  and,  from 
1845  to  1852,  one  hundred  thousand.  Adding  the  natural 
increase,  their  aggregate  is  four  millions,  or  nearly  one  fourth 
of  our  whole  white  population.” 

The  American  Tract  Society  estimates  the  Lutheran  pop¬ 
ulation  of  foreign  origin,  and  made  up  of  Germans,  Danes 
and  Norwegians,  at  three  hundred  thousand.  In  .1849  it  was 
estimated  that  one  thousand  a  day  arrived  on  our  shores.  Now, 
there  are  sometimes  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  arrivals  a 
day.  And,  while  Europe  is  pouring  her  millions  on  our  At¬ 
lantic  coast,  Asia  is  planting  her  children  in  our  territories  on 
the  Pacific. 

Be  it  remembered,  also,  that  the  influences  employed  to  cor¬ 
rupt  and  ruin  our  nation  are  also  powerful.  Not  only  are 
great  exertions  made  to  effect  this,  but  made  by  formidable  in¬ 
strumentalities.  While,  with  the  immigrants,  we  import  sterl¬ 
ing;  virtue  and  valuable  material  to  nourish  the  life  of  this 
nation,  we  also  receive  those  elements  which,  if  unsubdued, 
and  suffered  to  gain  the  ascendency  over  practical  godliness, 
will  blight  and  desolate  this  beautiful  and  far-famed  land. 
Among  these  immigrants  are  Infidels,  Socialists,  and  Jesuits; 
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all  pestilential  characters.  These  poison  the  fountains  of  lit¬ 
erature  and  knowledge.  Thousands  of  foul  sheets  are  pub¬ 
lished  and  scattered  broadcast  over  our  land,  whose  aim  and 
tendency  is  to  unhinge  the  conscience,  unsettle  the  virtue, 
and  vitiate  the  morals  of  the  people.  The  most  obscene 
works  are  sold  in  our  streets  and  the  most  blasphemous  prints 
find  multitudes  of  readers.  The  principles  of  Socialism  are 
openly  advocated,  while  infidelity  has  her  temples  and  shrines 
where  the  learned  and  ignorant,  the  wise  and  the  vulgar, 
pour  out  their  venom,  till  the  very  air  is  made  noxious  by 
their  influence.  Thousands  of  noble  intellects  are,  this  mo¬ 
ment,  occupied  in  creating  works  of  fiction  to  inflame  the  pas¬ 
sions,  while  others  are  prostituting  the  art  of  engraving  to 
the  destruction  of  souls,  by  producing  all  manner  of  licentious 
pictures  to  corrupt  our  youth. 

In  addition  to  this  gross  and  open  opposition  to  the  gospel, 
there  is  also  carried  on  a  secret  warfare  against  the  life  of  this 
nation.  Infidelity  has  put  on  the  robe  of  philanthropy,  and 
goes  out  in  the  guise  of  a  false  benevolence.  It  comes  into 
our  families  in  books,  which  speak  of  human  progress  and  hu¬ 
mane  enterprises,  which  deify  reason  and  tell  us  that  the  world 
will  be  brought  to  a  Melenian  state  by  the  power  of  the  intel¬ 
lect,  thus  setting  aside  the  gospel  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
only  regenerators  of  the  human  family.  It  breathes  in  many 
of  the  daily  and  weekly  prints,  wdiich  tell  their  readers  that 
the  social  relations  are  too  stringent,  that  humanity  has  no 
room  to  make  progress.  That  the  marriage  relation,  which  an 
“  old  fashioned  and  fossil  Christianity”  has  sanctified,  places 
shackles  upon  the  faculties  of  the  soul  which  must  be  broken 
and  our  race  emancipated  from  this  spiritual  bondage.  Infi¬ 
delity  comes  in  dissertations  on  philosophy,  mesmerism,  phre¬ 
nology,  spiritual  rappings,  tales  of  fiction  and  in  treatises  on 
political  and  other  sciences,  in  all  of  which  there  lies  conceal¬ 
ed  many  an  arrow  which  has  been  forged  in  hell.  There  is 
not  a  garb,  from  the  most  foul  and  licentious  abandonment,  up 
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to  the  most  refined  and  richly  embellished  dress  of  literature 
and  poetry,  in  which  Satan  and  his  followers  do  not  appear  in 
this  warfare.  All  of  those  novel  and  attractive  disguises,  un¬ 
der  which  the  most  corrupting  sentiments  enter  the  sanctuary 
of  many  a  home,  need  but  be  touched  with  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  as  Ithurial  touched  the  toad  in  Paradise  with  his  spear, 
and  infidelity  stands  unmasked.  And,  while  thousands  are 
occupied  in  the  preparation  of  these  productions,  others  are 
vending,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  such  publications,  however  hurt¬ 
ful  in  their  tendency  to  the  morals  of  the  land.  With  an  in¬ 
defatigableness  that  becomes  a  better  cause,  these  emissaries 
of  hell  are  laboring  to  infuse  their  poison  into  all  the  great 
channels  through  which  the  life  of  this  nation  flows.  And 
now  I  would  ask  whether  the  Lutheran  Church,  placed  as  she 
is  in  the  very  midst  of  this  conflict,  and  possessing  the  means 
which  make  her  capable,  to  a  large  extent,  to  control  the  issue 
of  this  conflict,  has  not  resting  upon  her  tremendous  respon¬ 
sibilities  ?  And  does  it  not  become  the  church  placed  within 
this  circle  of  greatness,  in  which  we  see  revolving  the  gigan¬ 
tic  movements  of  the  age,  and  which,  if  not  vitalized  with  the 
Spirit  of  Christianity  and  bathed  with  the  atoning  blood, 
will  urge  us  onward  to  a  fearful  ruin,  to  devise  enlarged  plans 
whereby  she  may  draw  forth  the  influence  and  wealth  of  our 
laymembership  into  this  conflict,  so  vitally  connected  with  her 
own  and  the  nations  prosperity.  0  !  my  brethren,  my  heart 
grows  warm,  as  I  contemplate  the  interests  involved  in  this 
conflict  in  our  country  between  Infidelity  and  Christianity  ! 
One  of  the  parties  must  and  will  conquer.  Either  the  cause 
of  evangelical  religion,  in  which  all  protestants  are  interested, 
or  infidelity  will  triumph.  If  the  former,  this  nation  will  stand ; 
if  the  latter,  it  will  fall.  For  if  virtue  and  intelligence  are 
knocked  from  under  our  government,  what  other  pillars  are  to 
support  it  ?  All  of  us  are  concerned  in  this  matter.  All  of 
you,  beloved  brethren,  who  are  members  of  the  Church,  and 
all  who  share  in  our  civil  and  religious  blessings.  If  we  will, 
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we  may  hear  a  voice  from  our  homes,  from  our  altars,  from 
our  houses  and  lands,  from  the  capitol  of  our  country,  but, 
above  all,  from  the  bleeding  cross  of  Jesus,  saying  :  “  arise, 
gird  on  your  armor  and  to  the  conflict,  ye  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  Almighty,  for  the  cry  of  battle  rings  through  the  land !” 
Bring  your  prayers,  your  energies,  your  means  and  your  chil¬ 
dren  to  this  work  of  salvation  !  The  enemy  is  receiving  con¬ 
stant  and  powerful  accessions,  and  dare  we  slumber?  While 
they  are  forging  chains  to  bind  immortal  souls  to  ruin ;  while 
they  are  kindling  fires  to  consume  the  Bible,  and  digging  a 
grave  for  the  Church,  shall  we  look  on  quietly  until  the  deed 
is  done  ?  Forbid  it  heaven !  Forbid  it  ye  sacramental  host  of 
God  !  We  would  not  have  the  mandate  sound  from  the  eternal 
throne  and  shock  the  ear  of  the  holy  martyrs  and  confessors, 
which  God  once  issued  to  his  angels :  “  Curse  ye  Meroz  ! 
Curse  ye  bitterly,  the  inhabitants  thereof !  because  they  would 
not  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
against  the  mighty.”  Nay,  we  feel  assured  that  this  dreadful 
curse  will  not  fall  upon  the  people  of  God  in  these  United 
States  !  We  believe  they  are  ready  for  greater  efforts,  for 
larger  labors  and  for  a  more  exalted  and  comprehensive  plan 
of  action.  The  great  movements  by  which  we  are  encompass¬ 
ed  will  give  birth  to  a  more  expansive  benevolence. 

With  us,  as  a  denomination,  the  matter  stands  simply  thus  : 
Our  present  organizations  to  raise  funds  for  benevolent  pur¬ 
poses,  such  as  beneficiary  education,  home  missions,  church 
extension,  and  the  endowment  of  our  institutions,  are  utterly 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  upon  us.  And  these  demands 
are  increasing  every  day,  forasmuch  as  our  Lutheran  popu¬ 
lation  is  growing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  thousand  annu¬ 
ally.  Our  means,  under  the  present  mode,  instead  of  keeping 
pace  with  the  growing  demands,  are  actually  diminishing.  This 
is  certainly  true  of  the  Parent  Education  Society.  Examine 
the  tables  in  our  Synodical  minutes,  and  you  will  find  that 
very  few  Synods  do  now  for,  this  cause  what,  they  did  some 
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years  ago.  And  if  even  this  were  not  the  case,  it  is  plain  that 
our  executive  committees  dare  not  venture  upon  larger  appro- 
priations  ;  yet  heavier  expenditures  are  absolutely  necessary 
if  we  would  provide  for  our  native  and  immigrant  population. 

Third:  With  these  facts  before  us,  I  will  now  turn  to  you, 
beloved  brethren  and  sisters  in  the  Church,  and  ask  you,  as 
fathers  and  mothers  and  sons  and  daughters  in  Israel,  will  you 
help  us  to  mature  some  such  plan  for  systematic  benevolence 
as  has  been  suggested  ?  Or,  if  any  thing  better  can  be  devis¬ 
ed,  it  will  be  cordially  seconded  by  us.  Will  you  not  bring  into 
this  work  that  practical  wisdom,  that  enlarged  experience  in 
planning  and  projecting  schemes,  which  distinguish  you  in  your 
business  operations  ?  Your  talents  and  wisdom  in  this  matter 
I  would  regard  as  far  superior  to  those  found  in  the  ministry. 

I  am  informed  that,  in  Virginia,  they  have  called  a  convention 
of  laymen  to  take  some  action  on  the  subject  of  Ministerial 
support,  which  is,  in  many  places,  greatly  deficient.  Could 
not  you,  who  are  pillars  in  the  Church,  whose  hearts  are  yearn¬ 
ing  over  the  desolations  of  Zion,  meet  in  convention,  at  some 
central  point,  to  deliberate  upon  the  great  interests  of  the 
Church  ?  Some  of  the  preparatory  steps  to  have  a  convention 
of  laymen,  I  think,  have  already  been  taken,  in  obedience  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  convention  which  met  last  Spring 
at  Baltimore ;  and,  if  so,  go  forward  until  it  is  accomplished. 
Such  an  assembly  of  the  brethren  would  be  followed  with  rich 
blessings  to  the  Church.  Could  it  not  be  done  this  Winter, 
when  men  of  business  and  farmers  have  more  leisure  than  at 
any  other  season  ?  And  then,  also,  could  the  result  of  your 
deliberations  be  carried  up  to  the  General  Synod,  which  meets  , 
next  Spring,  and  receive  its  consideration.  Such  a  meeting 
would  throw  new  life  and  vigor  into  our  communion  and  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  would  expand  more  rapidly  among  us  than 
it  ever  yet  has  done.  Will  you,  then,  bring  that  intellectual  and 
moral  aid  to  this  work  which  it  is  in  your  power  to  furnish,  and, 
also,  proportion  your  contributions  to  the  greatness  of  our 
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wants,  as  a  denomination  ?  I  know — for  some  of  you  have 
told  us — that  you  are  anxious  to  do  more,  and  waiting  for  the 
Church  to  enter  more  largely  upon  the  work  which  God  has 
assigned  her.  Aye !  we  have  many  liberal  hearts  beating 
within  the  circle  of  our  Zion,  and  hearts,  too,  which  throb  under 
the  care  of  thousands  and  millions  of  this  world’s  goods !  Help 
us,  then,  to  frame  large  channels,  extending  from  the  centre 
to  the  circumference  of  this  land,  through  which  the  benefac¬ 
tions  of  our  rich  and  poor  may  flow  out  together  to  refresh  and 
beautify  the  fields  of  our  Zion !  And,  as  a  proof  that  we  have 
liberal  men  in  the  Church,  who  are  anxious  to  do  a  handsomer 
business  in  the  way  of  building  up  and  extending  her  borders, 
I  need  but  cite  a  few  instances  which  have  fallen  under  my 
observation :  During  a  tour  I  made,  last  summer,  I  passed 
through  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  preach¬ 
ed  in  a  Church,  large  and  beautiful,  built  by  a  few  men.  Hot 
more  than  about  three  hundred  dollars  could  be  raised  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  remainder  was  provided  by  a  single  in¬ 
dividual,  and  he,  by  no  means,  a  man  of  extraordinary  wealth. 
At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Maryland  Synod,  a  Mr.  Persey, 
once  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  but  now  a  member  of  the  Frost- 
burg  charge,  addressed  our  body,  in  a  thrilling  speech,  on  the 
interests  of  our  Church  in  that  section  of  country.  This  gen¬ 
tleman,  acting  for  and  interested  in  the  great  mining  company 
to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  secured  from  that  company 
a  plat  of  ground  for  a  Church  and  graveyard,  and,  also,  a  lot 
for  .a  parsonage,  and  offered  these  to  Synod,  and  asked  that  a 
minister  might  be  located  there,  and  pledged  himself  to  pay 
fifty  dollars  towards  his  support.  After  alluding  to  the  fact, 
that,  ten  years  ago,  we  had  but  one  minister  in  that  region, 
where  we  have  now  five  pastoral  charges,  he  eloquently,  and 
in  glowing  language,  depicted  the  prospects  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  this  country,  and  concluded  with  these  impressive 
words:  “  The  day  of  small  things  is  past  in  the  Lutheran 
Church ;  her  enterprises  must  partake  of  the  character  of  the 
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age  ;  give  us  something  great  to  do,  and  we  will  do  it !  We  are 
ready  to  work,  hut  we  want  the  Church  to  lead  us  on  to  the 
scene  of  labor.”  And  a  similar  feeling  pervaded  the  hearts 
and  language  of  other  lay-brethren  present. 

Fourth  :  And  now  let  us  pause,  and  link  and  associate  these 
thoughts  and  labors  with  the  retributions  of  the  judgment ! 
Let  us  ponder  the  scene,  described  by  our  Lord,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  25th  chapter  of  Matthew.  Let  us  shift  ourselves 
forward,  and  place  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  those  searching 
and  stirring  scenes,  where  the  stranger  who  comes  to  our 
shores,  the  prisoner  of  sin,  the  spiritually  sick,  and  naked,  and 
hungry,  and  friendless,  will  meet  us ;  and  as  we  would  have 
our  Judge’s  approbation  of  what  we  now  do  to  these  soul-wretch¬ 
ed  and  sin-sick  multitudes,  which  now  throng  around  us  with 
imploring  looks  and  breaking  hearts  begging  of  us  the  Bread 
of  Life,  0  !  let  us  not  turn  away  from  their  supplications 
until  every  one  is  gathered,  and  fed,  and  clothed  in  our  Fath¬ 
er’s  House !  Look  abroad,  then,  on  this  field  in  the  light  of 
eternity!  Look  up  from  earth  to  heaven !  You  are  laboring, 
brethren,  and  that  successfully,  in  the  business  of  this  world. 
You  are  prospering  and  accumulating  wealth,  and  we  rejoice 
in  your  prosperity  as  though  it  were  our  own.  The  agricul¬ 
tural  interest  is  the  main  interest  of  our  land,  and  this  is 
mostly  in  the  hands  of  our  people.  Many  of  the  landed  pos¬ 
sessions  in  the  county  in  which  I  live  once  belonged  to  others, 
but  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  Lutherans.  Among  the 
most  successful  merchants  and  importers,  we  find  our  laymen. 
And  so  it  is  in  all  other  pursuits ;  and  we  rejoice,  and  will  re¬ 
joice  in  every  fresh  success  and  every  new  acquisition  which 
our  people  make  lawfully.  But  we  pray  you,  brethren,  in 
the  midst  of  your  prosperity,  to  remember  the  cause  of  Him 
who  is  the  author  of  all  your  blessings,  and  whose  displeasure 
would  wither  the  greatest  prosperity.  It  will  only  require  a 
comparatively  small  portion  of  your  superfluity  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  Church.  Keep,  then,  your  eye  on  eternity, 
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and  toil  and  get  gain,  as  in  the  light  of  God’s  throne,  and  in 
view  of  that  immortal  crown  which  you  hope  at  last  to  inherit. 
And,  while  accumulating  treasure  on  earth,  lay  up,  also,  dura¬ 
ble  riches  in  heaven.  This  we  may  do  by  our  charities.  “  Cast 
thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  and  thou  shalt  find  it  after  many 
days.”  The  charities  of  the  Christian  are  seeds  of  glory, 
sown,  it  may  be,  on  this  sea  of  humanity  which  billows  around 
us,  and  he  may  never  see  their  good  results  here ;  but,  on  the 
plains  of  eternity  he  will  find  his  seed  waving  in  golden  har¬ 
vests.  For  all  the  prayers  which  ascend  from  sincere  hearts, 
all  the  labors  performed,  and  gifts  offered  upon  His  altar,  are 
chronicled  in  the  book  of  God ;  and  he  who  thus  sows  bounti¬ 
fully,  shall  also  reap  largely  of  the  joys  of  immortality. 

Let  not,  then.  Home  Missions,  Education  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  be  with  us  an  incidental  labor,  which  is  to  receive  at¬ 
tention  when  the  pressure  of  no  earthly  duty  is  felt,  but  let 
it  be  our  chief,  our  great  work,  for  which  to  live  and  labor. 
You  shall  have  your  reward  both  here  and  in  the  world  to 
come.  if,  as  a  Church,  we  all  address  ourselves  as  we  should 
to  this  work,  which  the  providence  of  God  has  assigned  us,  we 
will,  after  the  lapse  of  the  next  quarter  of  a  century,  unques¬ 
tionably  be  one  of  the  largest  and  most  influential  denomina¬ 
tions  in  this  land.  You  will  then  be  rewarded  in  seeing  the 
immense  masses  of  kindreds  and  tongues  now  commingling 
here,  moulded  into  a  Christian  people  and  the  nation,  impreg¬ 
nated  by  the  leaven  of  Christianity,  throwing  off  every  thing 
that  is  hurtful  to  our  prosperity  and  retaining  every  element 
which,  under  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  gospel,  can  exalt  our 
nation.  And,  while  rejoicing  over  the  fruits  of  your  labors  here, 
in  such  blessed  results,  there  will  await  you  far  richer  bles¬ 
sings  by  the  throne  of  God.  Blessings  which  shall  endure, 
bright  and  glorious,  when  nothing  of  the  pomp  and  grandeur 
of  this  world  shall  exist,  but  that  which  is  painted  upon  un¬ 
dying  memory,  and  the  recollections  of  it  which  are  wrought 
into  the  framework  of  the  immortal  soul.  You  will  there  be- 
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hold  immortal  gems,  gathered  and  placed  by  your  hands  or 
instrumentality  into  the  diadem  of  Jesus,  there  to  flame,  for¬ 
ever,  in  the  lustre  of  Heaven !  And,  having  saved  others — 
saved  the  millions  which  throng  our  shores — from  error  and 
from  hell — saved  our  country  from  the  blight  of  Infidelity 
and  rationalism,  and  helped  to  pour  a  flood  of  religious  knowl¬ 
edge  from  this  great  nation  over  all  the  earth,  until  clothed  with 
the  light  of  salvation  it  shall  be  seen  moving  along  its  orbit, 
flashing  with  the  holiness  of  God — in  all  this  you  will  increase 
your  own  glory.  For  if  we  are  “wise  and  turn  many  to 
righteousness,”  we  shall  move  and  shine  amid  the  splendors  of 
the  New  Jerusalem,  “as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and 
as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever.”  With  these  remarks,  I  will 
close  this  appeal.  If  these  thoughts  are  of  earth,  to  the 
earth  let  them  fall.  But  if  suggested  and  baptized  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  then  help  them  forward  on  their  mission  with  your 
prayers  and  gifts.  And  so  will  we  continue  to  supplicate 
the  protection  and  blessing  of  heaven  upon  you  all,  through 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


